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fusion in all the departments of legal knowledge
in passing from one. to the -other. They never
counld be united in'one department of legal learn-
ing. The judges: could not, if thus obliged: to
attend to ail classes of cases, properly discharge
the duties confided to them by the vote of the

peggle, : .
- My colleague (Mr. Brent) has said the appel-
late jurisdiction of the city cf Baltimore had for
years past occupied almost :exclusively the at-
tention of Judge Purviance, until that docket has
reached nearly a thousand cases, We propose
to add that to the jurisdiction of the Court of
Common Pleas, for the trial of cases under $500,
and to have a Superior Court for the trial of
casesrabove $500. - There is an apprehension of
a failure of jurisdiction, and that parties may. be
turned out of court. The proviso to be con-
neeted with the 12th section is taken: verbatim
from: the act of Congress of 1789, commonly
called the Judiciary Act, .and has been for some
sixty. years the subject of judicial. construction,
snd yet the ‘gentleman from Anne Arundel has
ventured to prohounce it anoveity. We desire
to distinguish between these courts by broad
lines of demarcation, so that every man may
know the forum to which he must resort for ap-
propriate relief. - : '

~'We wish to have the jurisdiction so divided
that every man having a claim may know where
to go for redress. The plan of the gentleman
has already been tried. ft was an experiment,
but it has gone beyond experiment, and we now
speak from experience. ‘Theré is not a man in

altimore, even in the humblest walks of life,

who does not feel the burden of the existing
gystem, and who does not wish to be relieved;
and we are met Kere, in a great measure, to give
that relief. In the course of the very short can-
vass which I had before’the people—for T was
hot only a candidate without solicitation, but
against my earnest solicitation,—1' never said
birt one word with regard to this Reform Con-
véntion. That was upon the night before the
election, when I addressed the people and said
that there was one point upon which I desired
to speak frankly, a‘m{’ to ascertain their wishes;
and that was with regard to a change in the
Jjudiciary system. v :
““During the many years that I bad advocated,
_1iot only the expediency but the necessity of re-
form, I had so fally developed all my opinions
upon the prominent topics then under discus-
sion, that it would be more than a twice told
iale again to declare the principles which had so
often been avowed, but that as the important
change now contemplated in the judiciary sys-
tem had not been presented so distinétly, as it
* was now brought to the public notice; I felt my-
self .bound to announce that I was in favor of
thorough and radical reform in that department
of the government. The response from the as-
sembled multitude manifested their concurrence
in that opinion, and J feel. _xlntvse,lf‘ acting under
the pledge thus given when I vindicate the sys-

Tos:

i —
Mr. Morgan to the 15th section of the report,
and adopted by the. Conventior, striking oxt the
first paragraph of said section. _ o

. Mr. Browy. I have no doubt thatin the pre-
paration of this bill, some of the most expe-
rienced and talented men of the bar of Baltimore
have been consuMed, and surely’ they ought to
know what kind of courts will suit them best
I understand that there is no increase of judges.
If the Convention should think proper to make
an increase of salary in consequence of the very
heéavy duties to be performed, that will happer
in reference to any plan. The proposition in
the bill is to create just such courts as the peo-
ple interested in them desire. 1 cannot see why
any portion of the State should object, when it
does not subject your treasury to any greater
expense. Why can we not permit them to a1~
range it for themselves’ It appears to me that
we ought to do so. The same amount goes out
of the treasury to pay these men in either case;
and that is all in which we are interested. i
should think it was treating them ankindly not
to give them what they ask for. Tf'they chioosz
to separate their equify from their common-iaw
business, they know what they require. If ‘the
gentlemen from Baltimore city do mot widh the
motion pressed now, I will withdrawit, and make
the motion to-morrow. -

Mr. Stewarr, of Baltimore. I seemo quva:q-

tion to considering it now. :
Mr. Browx, '%hen 1 do not withdraw'the
motion to reconsider. : C
Mr. Moraan. I move to postporie indefirite.

ly, for the purpose of making & few remarks.
Tbe gentleman from Carroll (Mr. Brown) hes
said that this did pot save the treasury one cent,
the number of judges being the same. The
same in your new system as in the old system?
The same as they are now? But does not this
plan, adopted by the Convention, propose 1o
change the judiciary system as it is now, and 1o
give us one judge to preside over the distriet-or
circuit courts, and to - carry that-change also
into Baltimore city? It is a plain question,ts be
brought before the minds of ‘this Coaventiog,
whethier or not the members of this Conventicr
are to abolish the jurisdiction of ‘the court.af
chancery in the whole State, forthe purpsse:ct
transferring it to the city of Baitimore, whi
their constituents are turned from the bar of-thut
chancery court.  Does the gentleman propese
to diminish the expense of it? The gentieman
from Carroll, who now seeks to revive the 13t
section, and who voted to give Baitimare: oity
this Chaneellor, did not propose that thatChan-
eellor should have less than $2,500. 1t amounts
to this. You have made the issue at home; and
have come here upon that issue; to ebalish the
chancery court; and now you: propose meredy
to transfer it to the.city of Baitimore, taking
away-from your own people the Tight to:go iito .

that court. N
“Mr. Brown. I:voted against abolishing tha:-
High Court of Chancery.  « v ¢ w5 b
Mr. Morean:: 4 know you: did. ' Theigén

tem we propdse. i A
* Mr. Brown ‘movéd to reconsider the vote of

tleman is'more consistént thai some others-upok:

the Conyention on the amendmient offered by , Urat point; mere o vertainiy,thun the mag-



